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and displays to capture the young in an association
catering for their amusement and reaction. The
Social Democrats and other sections are meeting
with similar difficulties. There must be a reason
for this desertion of youth.

Marxism is an excellent working hypothesis for
economic research : indeed its economic premises
are confirmed more clearly every day. But it is
also something more : it points to practical ways
and means for achieving the material foundations
of a Communist society. On the other hand, it
falls short in the psychological field and is handi-
capped by the scientific limitations of the time in
which it arose.

Nobody has ever become a socialist on purely
rational grounds. Nobody has sacrificed his life
for purely rational considerations. The roots of
socialism spring from humanitarianism and lay in
the human heart for many centuries before Marx
appeared.

Historical materialism is working for the future
mastery of the spirit by means of those material
resources which until now have restricted and
dominated this spirit. If in the process it postulates
the importance of the forces of production, it is
because these forces are necessary to satisfy one of
the basic human needs : hunger. As a consequence,
two other equally fundamental human instincts "were